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Education and Clean Up Sugar Creek March 2025 

Throughout the spring and summer of 2025, Joanna and Kathryn worked several weekends to: 

§ Pick up litter (with neighborhood residents) 

§ OǠer nonpoint source pollution prevention information 

§ Encourage planting ǀowers for bees and butterǀies 

§ Hold family item/clothing swaps 

The area where the team monitors is called Shannon Park and the City of Tulsa has been a partner to provide 

trash bags, gloves, and grabbers and has then been on hand to make a quick pick up of litter after any events.  

The area is diverseƚin races of people and of landuses, with houses, lawns, park areas, and businesses all 

existing very close to little Sugar Creek.   



Sugar CreekÇAn Urban Stream 

Sugar Creek (also frequently referred to as Tributary to Mingo Creek) is 

in eastern Tulsa and ǀows through Shannon Park which is also the 

monitoring site.  From observations made at the site during monitoring 

and chemical monitoring results, Sugar Creek: 

§ Often has high levels of algae 

§ Below detection for the nutrient pollutants of ammonia nitrogen or 

low levels found 

§ Orthophosphate levels below detection or low levels found 

§ Chloride levels more sporadic but still levels are typically low 

§ Dissolved oxygen saturation in typically a range of 85% to 125% but with lows of around 62% and 

highs of about 147%, but this is not unusual for an urban stream with little shade and often 

excessive algae. 

Biological Data 

With Sugar Creek being newer to the list of Blue Thumb active sites, we only have one benthic 

macroinvertebrate collection to refer to, and one ƿsh collection that took place in 2025.  Benthic 

macroinvertebrate collections (Blue Thumb staǠ and volunteers typically refer to these as bug collections) are 

done in summer and winter.  The results of the bug collection are still pending, but a review of genera and 

species found indicate that the stream has low diversity in the benthic macroinvertebrates found there within the 

sensitive orders that we like to see. Three species of mayǀies were represented, and of these only one species 

was somewhat sensitive.  It will be interesting to note this streamƜs collections over the coming years, especially 

with the interest that the monitoring team has in providing information to the people within the watershed.   

Fish were collected in 2025.  The collection results were unavailable at the time of reporting. Preliminary data 

reports show that six ƿsh species were found.   



This  

Tri-fold 
Brochure 

Has been used 

minimally but will 

be an important 

part of Joanna 

and KathrynƜs 

continuing 

education eǠorts 

in 2026. 

There is a lot of 

diversity in the 

Shannon Park 

areaƚso Spanish 

has been 

included. 



The Blue Thumb Team that monitors Sugar Creek has plans to continue their work into 2026 

Urban streams tend to pick up a lot of trash, and that is the case with Sugar Creek. Volunteerism is expanded 

when families throughout the neighborhood lend a hand to remove litter and learn about protecting Sugar Creek.  

Volunteers Joanna Taulman 
and Kathryn Perdue 

...have been dedicated to making good work 

for their stream available to the watershed 

residents.  A high visibility education day was 

originally planned for September 2025 but 

has been postponed until spring of 2026.  

That event will also be reported upon. 

Using a grant they received from the small 

nonproƿt ƞFriends of Blue Thumb,Ɵ the 

volunteers gave away ǀowers on one of their 

workdays so participants could feed bees and 

butterǀies in their yards.  


