Blue Thumb in Pictures
September, 2024

Blue Thumb Training in Grove! ren new volunteers
completed Blue Thumb training September 14 and 15 in Grove. New Ozark streams
will be gaining volunteers!

Blue Thumb and the Rest of the Oklahoma Conservation Commission Volunteer!
The Oklahoma Conservation Commission has staff meetings quarterly so that everyone can stay informed and come together. The staff meeting in
September not only brought the conservation family together, it also provided an opportunity to help out the Central Oklahoma Food Bank. All the folks
pictured below spent time on the “assembly line” sorting, putting together, and packaging snacks and meals for children to take home. While we are
pausing a moment to talk about volunteers, three cheers for Blue Thumb volunteers for learning about local streams and getting information on stream

protection out to the public!




Fish Collection on the Salt Fork of the
Arkansas River

One of the larger streams monitored by Blue Thumb, the Salt Fork of
: the Arkansas River, received their fish collection on August 27.
Rebecca Participating were Blue Thumb’s Kim, Candice, and Rebecca, and

: many thanks to Jeff, the OCC Wetlands Coordinator, and the
volunteer, Steve.

BELOW

Blue Thumb helped out the Sustainability Alliance and the
Tulsa Design Studio at the Sustainability Open House at
the Gathering Place in Tulsa on August 31.

People were especially encouraged to share their views
about the new dam on the Arkansas River that has created
Zink Lake.

Plains Killifish from
Salt Fork...

Over 200 were
caught, 98% were
freed to continue
their Salt Fork life.

Blue Thumb was happy to help out at the Eastern Oklahoma Shawnee Tribe’s “Lost Creek Festival” in far NE Oklahoma. Over 500 students
learned about benthic macroinvertebrates and fish and even had time to explore on their own in beautiful Lost Creek.

Monarch Butterfly Day in Murray County!

Blue Thumb was invited to Monarch Butterfly Day at the Chickasaw Cultural Center in Sulphur on September 14. Over 1,300 people attended.

Blue Thumb welcomes
| Hunter Hodson as a new

B staff member! He
#==% oraduated from NSU in
# Tahlequah and has recently
been employed by the
# OKC Zoo. Hunter will
. work primarily with
volunteers in western
= Oklahoma.
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