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Cleveland CountyƜs Bishop Creek Receives Regional Fanfare! 
   The City of Norman and three Blue Thumb volunteers who monitor Bishop Creek are capturing attention with the great work 
they have done in the Bishop Creek watershed, Cleveland County. Karen Chapman, Dan Mains, Nick Czaplewski, and Mary 
Hogan monitor in the watershed. In 2021, Karen Chapman reached out the Oklahoma Conservation Commission (OCC) about 
an impaired listing for ­shes bioassessment for the stream. OCC did a deep dive into the ­shes data and determined that the 
impairment is an artifact of our assessment methodology. Because the Bishop Creek watershed is small compared to our 
reference streams, seasonal changes in habitat have an outsized impact on the calculated metric. The details are a little more 
complicated, but the gist is the calculation tends to result in an ©attaining· metric in wet years and a ©not attaining· metric in dry 
years.  

   Even though we determined that the ­shes impairment was not ecologically meaningful, Bishop Creek is clearly impacted by 
development. Impacts include trash, impaired riparian areas, periods of excessive algae, low dissolved oxygen, and bank 
erosion. Prior to the inquiry from Karen in 2021, the City of Norman and volunteers in the watershed had already taken steps to 
improve water quality in Bishop Creek, and they wanted to do more. In 2022, OCC began working with the City of Norman, 
Blue Thumb volunteers, and other stakeholders to develop a watershed based (WBP) plan for the stream. A WBP outlines the 
water quality issues in a creek, management methods that are expected to address the problems, and a schedule for 
implementation. The process took about a year, and the plan was accepted by EPA in 2023.  

   The City of Norman and their Blue Thumb partners are doing an outstanding job implementing best management practices 
identi­ed in the WBP. Their work is beginning to gain regional attention. On April 9, 2026, program and technical staľ from EPA 
Region 6 toured the watershed. It was a wonderful opportunity to celebrate positive changes. One bene­t of an EPA-accepted 
WBP is that it enables OCC to spend Clean Water Act 319 implementation funds in the watershed. On April 9, OCC awarded 
the City of Norman $38,850 to support the installation of best management practices in Bishop Creek Eco Park, a new city park 
located at the corner of Alameda and Carter. If you would like to learn more about Bishop Creek, please explore this StoryMap 
created by the City of Norman: 

Tour Highlights 
1) EPA & Partners went into Bishop Creek! 

2) Part of the tour was visiting the ­sh found there. 

3) Regular litter removal by volunteers has made a big 
diľerence! 

4) Volunteers have been creative and motivated in 
educating  watershed citizens and partners. 
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Groundwater 
Monitoring 
Practice 
Kim worked with Piedmont  
High School's environmental 
science students during a 
practice session for learning 
about groundwater screening 
on April 20.. 

Sustainability Day at the Gathering Place in Tulsa  
featured a Yard by Yard/Blue Thumb educational 
station (April 18). 

EarthFEST in 
OKC 
OKC Beautiful sponsored (with 
help from great partners) a 
wonderful Earth Day Festival 
on April 18.  ©Wetland Soils in 
Living Color· and  the 
©Incredible Journey· were two 
activities oľered through the 
Conservation Commission's 
Project WET Program.  

Blue Thumb Earth Day 
Special Webinar 

Dr. Peter Grant, retired professor from 
SWOSU shared research from nearly 30 
years  during his ©May®ies of Oklahoma· 
presentation on  April 23.   

Sugar Creek Clean-Up 

Twenty-two bags of trash were removed 
from  Sugar Creek as part of the Great 
Tulsa Cleanup on April 25.  Blue Thumb 
staľ, City of Tulsa staľ, volunteers and 
others showed for work and fun! 
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H2Oklahoma Water Festivals 

were held in Norman, 

Stillwater, Tulsa, Oklahoma 

City, and Beaver.  The ­nal 

two events (OKC and Beaver)  

are represented with the 

photos on this page.  Nearly 

600 students participated in 

OKC on April 22 and almost 

250 students came to Beaver 

Dunes City Park on April 29. 
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Jack Represented Blue 
Thumb... 
...at natural resource days in McClain County, left, and in Harper 
County, right. In McCLain County  (May 1) the students used nets to 
collect creatures that they then had the chance to study, and in Harper 
County (May 5) the students learned about ƿsh adaptations as they 
used Play Dough to design a novel ƿsh species.   

Blue Thumb at Chandler Park 

Blue Thumb staǠed joined Chandler Park in Tulsa to 
work with Tulsa area students on both April 30 and May 
13.  The students were elementary age from the Union 
School District. 

Piedmont High School students 
joined EdmondƜs Park Department to 
remove litter from a tributary to Spring Creek in 
Oklahoma County, which is monitored by  Blue 
Thumb volunteers.   
   Blue ThumbƜs Hunter and Emma also oǠered 
the students a close-up look at the streamƜs ƿsh 
and bugs. 

Blue Thumb joined forces 

with the Illinois River 

Watershed Partnership to do a 

massive cleanup in Cherokee County on 

April 24.  Pictured above are some of the 

250 volunteers that removed over 1500 

bags of trash. 

Emma 

Emma (left) with the Incredible 

Journey in Love County on May 8. 

Candice also taught students.  


