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Brand New Stewards!
Blue Thumb had a training for new volunteers at the end of January at Oklahoma State University! We had a great group
of folks who came to learn all about water ecology concepts, Project WET, the resources that Blue Thumb can offer, and
how to monitor a creek. While most of the participants were students at the university, we had quite a few others who
expressed interest, traveling from as far as Talihina, Oklahoma to attend. Welcome to the family, new volunteers!

Quality Over Quantity
Bug collections are ongoing on for the winter season. In some areas of the state, scheduling collections has been difficult
due to precipitation and inclement weather. However, just because we can’t collect bugs, doesn’t mean we can’t still
head out to the creek. Each volunteer must complete his or her winter Quality Assurance (QA) session with Blue Thumb
staff to ensure quality data. This also allows staff to correct any bad habits volunteers may have inadvertently picked up,
and to help newer monitors who are less confident about monitoring procedures. Routine QA is not just for volunteers.
Staff also complete QA procedures with the OCC Technical Programs Director to ensure we consistently implement
appropriate procedures.

Education, Education, Education
Blue Thumb staff and volunteers have been extremely busy spreading the word of water quality to teachers and
students the past few weeks. Earlier this month, volunteers talked to others about their first-hand experience at the
Oklahoma Environmental Education Expo, offering insight on what our program can do for them in the classroom. Staff
presented an informative workshop at the Oklahoma Natural Resources Conference, helping natural resource managers
prepare for a Natural Resource Day. Other volunteers around the state were also busy with their own education events
to inform the public about how to be a better steward of our most precious resource.

Left: Kids enjoy fish
printing at the Spring
Creek Coalition’s annual
meeting, led by Blue
Thumb volunteer Jahna
Hill.

Left: Becky took the
EnviroScape to
Ridgestone Elementary’s
STEM night to talk about
nonpoint source
pollution.

Top left: Rebecca Bond represents the confluence
during the Oklahoma Natural Resource Conference
Workshop activity Blue River.
Top right: Blue Thumb volunteers share their
knowledge at the EE Expo.

