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Chisholm Creek is monitored by
Blue Thumb Volunteers!

Chisholm Creek has been monitored by Blue Thumb
volunteers for over 20 years.

Urban streams often have issues with pollutants from
sediment (street and bridge improvements, new
construction) and lawn runoff.

The large amount of impervious surface in the watershed of
Chisholm Creek also impacts the stream’s banks.

Fish kills have been reported several times.
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What We Know about Chisholm Creek

Chisholm Creek flows north from northern Oklahoma City and through Edmond, where it enters Cottonwood Creek just west of
Guthrie.

The habitat of Chisholm Creek is VERY GOOD. This is based on habitat assessment results of a 400 meter reach of stream that
starts at the monitoring site of 150th and Western.

The water chemistry indicates that Chisholm Creek is frequently the recipient of nonpoint source pollutants (difficult to determine
their point of origin). Because of the urban nature of the stream, the pollutants are likely the result of urban lawn chemicals,
fluids washed off of impervious surfaces, and sediment.

The most recent fish collection (2023) of Chishalm Creek found 9 species of fish. Twelve species were found in 2019. Two
species of the 2023 collection were moderately intolerant. The other species were all tolerant. A fish collection in 2014,
however, had only nine different species and all were tolerant.

Benthic Macroinvertebrate collections (stream bugs, most larval insects) tend to be fair to good, with some variation.

Protecting Chisholm Creek requires thoughtfulness from those who live in the watershed. Try:

Reducing lawn chemicals and improving your soil (check out the Yard by Yard Community Resiliency Project,
https://okcanservation.org/yardbyyard)

Keeping your car well-maintained
Picking up pet waste

Being a steward of our Earth with your decisions and actions.

Give streams their
riparian zones!

(area of natural
vegetation along a
stream)

Trees provide shade and
add structure for fish
habitat

The riparian area serves as
awdldiife cormidor |

rasses filter peliutants as
g’ water flows to the stream
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Learn About Protect

Beverly and the Edmond
October 1lear2n 2/Ab.out
with hands on | earni
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