Blue Thumb—In Pictures
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All work, some play
With an influx in new Blue Thumb volunteers over the past few months, Blue Thumb invited them
to come together to learn how to monitor a local stream. Earlier this month, following another
Volunteer Training, Blue Thumb hosted a Monitoring Training, where staff members walked new
and interested volunteers through how to perform monthly chemical monitoring. Blue Thumb has
monitoring volunteers all over the state, who go out once a month and take chemical tests such as
Dissolved Oxygen, pH, Nitrates and Nitrites, Ammonia, Ortho-Phosphate, and Chloride. This
provides a snapshot of how a creek is doing at that particular moment in time, and can let
volunteers and others know if something has changed within their watershed.
Left: These three youngsters
were very excited to show off
how good they were at
monitoring.
Right: Measuring pH requires a
bit of standing and some light.

Left: Testing for
Chloride is sometimes
a two person job.
Right: Very proud
monitoring volunteers!
Taking samples at the
creek is only a small
part of the monitoring
process.

Conservation District Area Meetings
Every year, Blue Thumb staff attends the Oklahoma Association of Conservation District Area
Meetings, held over 2-3 weeks in November. Blue Thumb (and Friends of Blue Thumb) helps to
support Conservation Districts with whatever plans they may have coming up. It is also an
opportunity to meet new staff and make announcements, as well as provide Blue Thumb
calendars. Do you have your 2019 Blue Thumb calendar yet?

Pick some bugs, not your nose!
November was bug picking month for our Blue Thumb volunteers! Spanning the entire state, bug picking
continued as Kim, Becky, and Candice traveled to almost every corner this month, from Cherokee County,
Beaver County, McCurtain County, and Comanche County and everywhere in between. Volunteers that
monitored a creek were able to pick through what they helped collect this summer and get to see a different
side of their creek than they normally do.

Above: Becky shows a student
what to look for while picking
through a grid square.

Above: Several volunteers
pick through their different
creeks together.

Below: A team works together
to pick through their sample.

Below: It’s never too early to
learn how to pick bugs!

Above: Tahlequah volunteers
always find Stoneflies in
Spring Creek.
Below: Even Stormwater
employees get in on the bug
action.

Education, Education, Education
With cold weather, there’s not a lot of chances to go out and learn about creeks and water quality. But just
because there aren’t a lot of opportunities doesn’t mean that there are none. Whether it be fourth graders, high
school students, or college students, learning about keeping creeks and watersheds healthy is an important lesson.
Blue Thumb has several tools that can span any age, and some that can be used for everyone, like the EnviroScape,
that teaches about how non-point source pollution effects a watershed… and the water we need to live.

Cheryl brought the EnviroScape to
Bartlesville High School to teach
them about how every day things
contribute to pollution in a
watershed.

Kim explains how to identify fish
species and why it is important to a
very attentive student at Oklahoma
City University.

Candice also uses an EnviroScape
to show non-point source pollution
to some fourth graders at a Natural
Resource Day in Garvin County.

