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Last, but Certainly not Least
Bug picking for the season finally wrapped up at the end of May and leading into June. It’s a good thing that
the subsampling doesn’t rely on weather, otherwise we would have had some issues! Instead, volunteers
from the same area gathered together to pick the samples that they had collected in the cold, winter months
at the beginning of this year. Picking macroinvertebrate samples gives volunteers a “bottom up” view of the
creeks they monitor.

Bug picking sessions can take several hours, and our volunteers are committed to staying the whole time. It can become
a bit tedious, but it’s still interesting to see what lives in their creek, and sometimes they can find the diamond in the
rough! Quarterly quality assurance (QA) sessions are completed at the same time to make sure monthly monitoring is
going well.
Left and center: volunteers pick their bug sample, either solo or with their monitoring partner.
Right: Volunteers also participate in QA sessions to insure the viability of their data.

You Get a Pollinator, and You Get a Pollinator!
Blue Thumb is working closely with the Oklahoma Conservation Commission’s Soil Health Program to bring
awareness to the impact of soil on water systems. One important activity that is currently happening is the
development of a new Citizen Science Program that gives people the opportunity to monitor pollinator
prairies and study ecological changes. After all, the first step to healthy water is healthy soil, and planting
pollinator plants not only helps out bees and butterflies, but can help to slow stormwater movement that
can carry nonpoint source pollution into our local waterbodies.

This new Citizen Science Project
is being implemented in several
areas in the OKC Metro, including
Will Rogers Park, Oklahoma City
Zoo, Crown Heights, and
Freedom Falls.

School’s Out, but Learning is In!
While school may be out for the summer, that doesn’t mean that learning has to stop! Blue Thumb worked with
several summer classes, camps, and festivals to continue teaching kids the importance of water and how we can
help reduce pollution to our natural resource.
Top left: High school students participate in the
Eastern Central University sponsored STEM Camp in
Ada, where they got to have some hands-on creek
experience.
Top Right: Becky uses the stream trailer to teach kids
at the Beaver County Conservation Day about the
importance of a riparian area.
Bottom Left: Creek Nation’s Conservation District
educated their tribal youth at their summer
programs using fish prints.
Bottom Right: Blue Thumb Summer Intern Matthew
explains how to use a seine at Camp McMurtry
Summer Camp.

Education, Education, Education
This month, Blue Thumb staff all partnered with several other Oklahoma organizations to help put on the annual
teacher professional development course “Riverology 101”. Held in Langley, teachers from as far away as Sand
Springs learned about polluted runoff, riparian areas, local fish and bugs, and all the tools that they can use from
Project WET in their classrooms. They also were able to obtain hands on experience while floating the Illinois River
and learn all about water laws while taking a police boat tour of Grand Lake.

