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Get to Know our Summer Intern
Summer is always busy for Blue Thumb, primarily
due to biological collections, collecting fish and bugs,
that occur in creeks and streams across the state.
Most summers, the team is joined by an intern,
usually a local college student, who spends the bulk
of his or her time out in the field, assisting with fish
and bug collections. This summer, we’re excited to
have Matthew Moelling, a student at Oklahoma City
University, joining us. Read all about him at our blog:
www.bluethumbok.com/the-blue-thumb-blog

Bug Picking and QA Sessions Come to an End
It’s been another busy and successful spring for bug picking and QA sessions with volunteers. The
Blue Thumb staff met with numerous volunteers who got to experience the process of picking bugs
from their samples and learned even more about their creeks. As always, it was a great opportunity
for staff and volunteers to spend time catching up and getting to know each other.

Kim met with volunteers in Hugo
for their bug picking and QA, and
worked with them on data
interpretation reports.

Candice met with volunteers from
the Bartlesville area on the campus
of Rogers State University.

A Busy Saturday
One recent Saturday, Blue Thumb was in four different places. Jean and Candice brought the
EnviroScape and fish printing to a cleanup event at Joe Creek in Tulsa (left). Volunteers Karen
Chapman and Beth Landon were at the Water, Landscape and Environmental Education Expo
in OKC (center), and Becky joined volunteers Phil Morris and Theron Blunck at OutdoorFest
at Will Rogers Park in OKC (right). Rob was in Beaver County that day as well, at a Youth
Conservation Day event.

Summer Fish Collections!
Summertime means many things, from trips to the lake to afternoons at the baseball field. For Blue Thumb, it
means fish collections. While they happen every summer, they only occur in certain areas of the state, which is
determined on a rotating basis, with each region getting collections every four or five years. Collecting
information on which fish, how many species, and how many of each, provides invaluable water quality data
and helps to determine the health of a creek. This year, collections are happening in Oklahoma City/Norman,
the central part of the state, and in the east-central and southeast parts of the state.
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Education, Education, Education
Things have slowed down a bit when it comes to education, after the whirlwind months of April and May. Summer
largely means educating at summer camps, with many of them happening in the coming weeks. Blue Thumb has
partnered again this year with Grand River Dam Authority and OSU Extension 4-H for multi-day kids’ camps in
Tahlequah and Langley, which are happening at the very end of June and beginning of July. Before we get to that,
here are a few of our recent education programs:

Kim, Rob, Becky and Matthew were
at Lake McMurtry, working with
their summer camp participants.
The kids got to see the stream
trailer and learn all about erosion
and riparian areas. Then, they got to
collect bugs and seine for fish in the
lake.

Rob was in Wyandotte for the
Eastern Shawnee Tribe’s fishing
derby. The kids got to fish in the
pond and then stopped at the
education stations, including the
EnviroScape, where they learned
about nonpoint source pollution
and runoff.

Candice and Rob were in Sulphur
for the Arbuckle-Simpson Water
Eco-Camp. The kids got to learn
from the stream trailer and
EnviroScape, then Candice took
them into the creek, where they
collected bugs and fish.

