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Volunteer Highlight!
When you think of the panhandle, you may think of arid land with little water. While that may be true in places, there is water to
be found there, including creeks like Sharp Creek in Beaver County. Since 2011, Sharp Creek has been monitored by a dedicated
team of Blue Thumb volunteers, including John Smith, John’s son Bill, Nick Kroeker, and Don Hayes. This month, we recognize
the Sharp Creek team and their inspiring efforts.
According to John, the team initially had concerns for the creek water due to feed lot runoff and pollution originating
upstream. They were surprised to find that nitrogen levels were not as high as expected, with only a few spikes during their time
as monitors, even with all the farm animals around. Other surprises include the rebounding population of large sized largemouth
bass and the almost complete disappearance of the gar population, now only a few small size gar are seen where there used to
be 12 to 18 inch gar in the past. John has been visiting the creek since he was growing up in the area in the 40s and 50s and his
two sons and their friends have continued the practice. He sums up their personal connection to the creek by saying, “When you
think of the high plains and the arid panhandle, to find and enjoy a spring fed creek that’s been flowing for longer than anyone’s
memory, it’s something to appreciate.” His son, Bill, noted, “It’s all the history and memories of the place that keep me coming
back.”
Don Hayes adds that the monitoring information collected by the team establishes a baseline for the area’s waterways
and lets them know that the waters are stable. Monitoring also allows him to “witness, interpret and understand” all of the
changes that the creeks in the area continuously experience over the short and long term. He describes the creek and its
surroundings as a place that gives him a longing to return and says that his visit to and monitoring of Sharp Creek has become a
part of who he is. “We test the creek in order to witness and ensure that the natural environment continues to prosper. I find
solace in testing/seeing the consistent beauty in the creek and its inhabitants.

Commissioner Jett, This
one is for you!
The Sharp Creek crew
collecting bugs and
performing their sampling.

It’s Bug Collection Season!
The rain in central Oklahoma has made bug
collecting a challenge. But, Candice got some
done in Stillwater. Right and left—Stillwater
Creek—two sites and below Cow Creek.

Summer Camps 2017!

The two kid’s camp were a huge success! Thanks to Cheryl Cheadle, Shellie Willoughby and Kim Farber
for helping us out! We had 15 kids at the Tahlequah camp and 24 kids at the Langley camp. Please check
out our Facebook page for more pictures!

Education, Education, Education
Just one of the things we do—a lot!

Top left—Rob was at the Purcell
Library teaching kids all about
watersheds. Top right—Kim took
several young ladies out to learn
about creeks at their STEM
camp. Bottom left—Kids at the
Langley summer camp made a
web of conservation with OSU 4H. Bottom right—Stillwater area
volunteer Keima and two helpers
educated folks in Stillwater about
nonpoint source pollution.

